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ment, however constructed, can function satisfactorily in a
country that is divided by Communal disagreement, India
and the Indians alone can settle that part of the question. Two
qualities are requisite to-day in order to arrive at an under-
standing—for India, Balance. For England, Imagination. How
few Englishmen, or Englishwomen, realize that behind the
facade of wealth and misery, of temples and jungle, of tinsel and
nakedness there exists the soul of over 350,000,000 of people—.
a soul primitive but deeply human, and unprotected as are our
Western natures by experience of the world's turmoil, and far
more vulnerable. The blow that glides off our armour penetrates
to the heart of the Oriental and leaves a wound that takes long
to heal, and at times never heals. It is this soul that England
has failed to understand, that the Government has ignored and
that Nationalism has awakened*
Perhaps the most important step toward a permanent
amelioration in the situation of India is the readjustment of
racial prejudices, or better still, their abandonment, not only
amongst themselves but still more between us and them. With-
out such readjustment a settlement would appear to be impossible
of realisation. No partnership, whether it be in the form of
Dominion Status or any other, can be successful without mutual
confidence between the partners. Is it possible ? I am convinced
that it is, but it means the abandonment of so many existing
standpoints and accepted principles that realisation appears at
times almost hopeless.
The responsibility for the gulf rests to a certain extent with
both sides. On the one hand the Hindu is under the spell, and
the control, of a complicated caste system that necessarily must
hinder his intercourse with every race and class outside his own
faith, and, to a lesser degree, outside his own particular caste.
The Moslem of India, too, has built up for himself an environ-
ment of isolation, less extreme but none the less a factor in the
situation—and there are many other minority groups to
complicate the situation.
The Englishman, on the other hand—that is to say the
majority of the Englishmen in India—have little real sympathy
with the people of the country. They come to India, most of
them, young and straight ftom a life and education that gives
them no special training and invites no interest in the people of
lands other than their own. The age at which their career begins
is an impressionable one and particularly susceptible to sugges-

